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SBA Honors Entrepreneurial Development Award 
Winners at National Small Business Week 

 
WASHINGTON – The U.S. Small Business Administration today honored its resource partners 
for their achievements in advancing small business growth and development.  A California 
SCORE Chapter, a New Jersey Women’s Business Center, and a Small Business Development 
Center in Oklahoma were recognized for their exceptional service and support of their regional 
small business communities. 

 
The national awards were announced at a breakfast event in Washington, D.C., at the Mandarin 
Oriental Hotel and Conference Center, in observance of National Small Business Week.  The 
event also recognized SBA Lender Awards, and was sponsored by Sage. 
 
The Entrepreneurial Development Award categories include the SCORE Chapter of the Year, the 
Women’s Business Center of Excellence Award, and the Small Business Development Center 
Service Excellence and Innovation Center Award. This year’s award winners are: 
 
SCORE Chapter of the Year  Women’s Business Center of Excellence Award  
Monty Dickinson, Chair  Penni K. Nafus, Director 
Rod Means, District Director New Jersey Association of Women Business Owners 
SCORE San Diego Chapter  Women’s Business Center at Peapack-Gladstone Bank 
San Diego, CA  Chatham, NJ  
 
Small Business Development Center Service Excellence and 
Innovation Center Award  
Lisa Snider, Business Development Specialist 
Mary Eichinger, Business Coordinator 
Doug Misak, Business Coordinator 
Southwestern Oklahoma State University (SWOSU) 
Small Business Development Center 
Weatherford, OK   
 
 “Each of these outstanding SBA resource partners deserves acknowledgment for their tireless 
efforts on behalf of the nation’s small businesses,” said SBA Administrator Karen Mills. “The 
commitment and dedication they have shown has helped to counsel, to inspire, and to build 
successful entrepreneurs at every level.” 
 
The SCORE Chapter of the Year Award honors a chapter whose volunteer counselors have 
exceeded high standards for counseling small business clients, including expanding counseling 

http://www.sba.gov/news


services and programs that benefit the local small business community.  San Diego SCORE has 
demonstrated exceptional service growth, successful public outreach and excellent client 
satisfaction.  Instrumental throughout San Diego County, the chapter provided more than 11,000 
services through mentoring sessions and workshops last year alone.  San Diego SCORE has 
added new branch locations and a Web cam that allows volunteers to provide face-to-face 
mentoring to clients.  The chapter also works with local organizations representing a diverse 
range of communities. 
 
The Women’s Business Center of Excellence Award honors a Women’s Business Center for its 
excellence and innovation in assisting women entrepreneurs by providing a wide variety of 
training and counseling.  The NJAWBO Women’s Business Center is one of the leading SBA 
WBCs in the nation, providing entrepreneurial training, consulting and education to help women 
business owners start and grow their enterprises.  The WBC has counseled a growing number of 
women, and provided resources for them to maximize their business growth and profitability.  
The WBC has developed innovative programs to assist women entrepreneurs, and has greatly 
increased program participation.   
 
The Small Business Development Center Service Excellence and Innovation Center Award 
honors an SBDC Service Center for its excellence in providing value to small businesses and 
advancing program delivery and management through innovation.  The Southwestern Oklahoma 
State University SBDC provides key resources and services to the state’s small business 
community, and is part of the network of the Southeastern Oklahoma State University SBDCs.  
The Southwestern SBDC has consistently exceeded its goal of capital infusion.  These funds, 
received from SBA loans, private bank loans, venture capital, and individual direct investments 
to help local firms get started, totaled more than $16 million last year alone.  In addition, it 
assisted in the start-up of 37 new businesses.  The Center is known state-wide for its reputation 
of dedication to the success of entrepreneurs, particularly the underserved.  It serves 15 rural 
counties of southwest Oklahoma and, specializes in providing counseling and training, financial 
assistance, and assistance to veterans.   
 
Events during National Small Business Week can be viewed virtually through SBA’s free, live 
webcasting accessible online at http://www.NationalSmallBusinessWeek.com/.  A complete list 
of National Small Business Week award winners is also available online. 
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The U.S. Small Business Administration thanks the cosponsors of National Small Business Week and related events:  
SCORE, Sam’s Club, Symantec Corporation , Ford , Raytheon, Administaff, Visa, Sage, IBM,  HP, Trend Micro, 

Lockheed Martin, Verio, Moran Media Group, D&B, Association of Small Business Development Centers 
(ASBDC), National Association of Development Companies (NADCO), National Association of  Government 

Guaranteed Lenders (NAGGL), National Small Business Association (NSBA), Small Business Entrepreneurship 
Council (SBEC), Women Impacting Public Policy (WIPP), and National Association for the Self-Employed (NASE) 

 
The U.S. Small Business Administration’s participation in this cosponsored activity does not constitute an express 

or implied endorsement of any cosponsor’s, donor’s, grantee’s, contractor’s or participant’s opinions, products, or 
services. All SBA programs and cosponsored programs are extended to the public on a nondiscriminatory basis. 
Reasonable arrangements for persons with disabilities will be made, if requested at least 2 weeks in advance, by 

contacting sbw@sba.gov. Cosponsorship Authorization #SBW2009 
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