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 SBA DISASTER LOAN OUTREACH CENTER 

  TO CLOSE AUGUST 9
BOSTON, Mass. –The U.S. Small Business Administration (SBA) announced today that due to a steady decrease of activity, the Disaster Loan Outreach Center located in Blackstone Valley Chamber of Commerce; Whitinsville will close Thursday, August 9 at the close of business.  

SBA urges disaster victims to visit the Center before it closes to obtain one-on-one assistance and information about SBA’s disaster assistance program. SBA also encourages those victims who received applications to return the completed applications as quickly as possible.  The Center is located at:
Worcester County
Blackstone Valley Chamber of Commerce
110 Church Street, 2nd Floor
Whitinsville, MA 01588
Open:  Tuesday – Thursday; 9 a.m. – 6 p.m.

Closes: Thursday, August 9, at the close of business
Mark S. Hayward, Acting New England Regional Administrator advises that although the SBA disaster staff will depart, SBA Springfield Branch Manager Bob Nelson and John E. Rainey, Senior Business Advisor/Financial Specialist at the Massachusetts Small Business Development Center Network at Clark University will be available to assist victims of the Bernat Mill fire.  Their assistance will include preparation of financial statements and completing their disaster loan applications for submission to SBA.  “Both Bob and John are valuable resources and we are pleased to continue to have their assistance for this disaster,” said Hayward.  These services are free of charge and available by appointment only by calling 508-793-7615.  John Rainey operates from the Blackstone Valley Chamber of Commerce on Thursdays making it convenient for disaster business loan applicants to seek his assistance, and Bob Nelson can be reached at (413) 785-0484.
 “We want to express our sincere gratitude to the staff of the Joseph Deliso, Interim Executive Director and the staff of the Blackstone Valley Chamber of Commerce in Whitinsville,” said Frank Skaggs, Director of SBA Field Operations Center East. “By providing the facility for our Disaster Loan Outreach Center, they have helped disaster victims in their community. We deeply appreciate their generosity.”

Anyone unable to visit the Center may obtain an application by calling the SBA’s Customer Service Center at 1-800-659-2955 (1-800-877-8339 for the hearing-impaired), Monday through Friday from 
8 a.m. until 9 p.m. and Saturday from 9 a.m. to 5:30 p.m. EDT. Business loan applications can also be downloaded from the SBA website at www.sba.gov/services/disasterassistance.  Completed applications should be returned to the Center or mailed to: U.S. Small Business Administration, Processing and Disbursement Center, 14925 Kingsport Road, Fort Worth, TX. 76155.

The filing deadline to return applications for property damage is September 21, 2007. The deadline to return economic injury applications is April 23, 2008.
# # #

For more information about the SBA’s Disaster Loan Programs, visit our website at www.sba.gov/services/disasterassistance
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